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Introduction 

• New  open citizen education and Parliamentary 
monitoring tool in Lithuania. 

 Two major components 

 

Policy profile            Test 

• Progress: basics done, minor improvements left, 
to be launched on September 1st. 
– General election on October 14th. 



Rationale 

• Making electoral decisions based on personal 
characteristics of party leaders. 

• More rational & informed = deciding by 
MP/party position towards an important 
political issue. 

 

• mS.lt aims to facilitate the 2nd way of seeing 
politics and politicians. 



Team & Resources 

• Team  

–   

– a group of civil activists, students and academics. 

• Resources 

– Low-budget (3000 EUR in total) 

• 1/2 of it = crowd-sourced 

– Highly dedicated team 

 



Policy profile 



Policy 

• Easy-to-understand, yet highly informative 
way to present political affairs. 

• Policy profile contains: 

– Description 

– Arguments for/against 

– MPs’ & parties’ positions for/against (percentage) 



Description 

Argument 

MP/party positions 

Policy profile 



Position calculation (1) 

• A list of related votes in the Parliament 
Like in PublicWhip.org.uk/policies.php 

• Each is assigned a weight (-5 ... +5) 



Position calculation (2) 

Votes are aggregated and averaged, and correspondence percentage 
for each MP/party is produced. 



Policy profile 

• Objective, balanced descriptions 

– References (Wiki-style) 

– Anyone can edit & improve 

• Arguments-problems duet (problems = tags) 

– Clearer argument structure 

– Ability to propose alternative solutions 



Insight: progressive taxes 

– Clearest exposition of ideological stances (left-right) 

– Surprisingly, actual positions are consistent with declared parties’ 
ideological stances. 

– Contrary to the worries of many Lithuanian political scientists. 



Insight: Order and Justice party 

– The declared ideology = social-liberal. 

– However, the party supports the traditional family conception bill  
(marriage-based and anti-homosexual)  
• more than Conservatives who initiated the policy. 

– Similar pattern seen in other policies as well. 



Policy: why not? 

• Analytic tool: constructing the trends. 
• NB: expose assumptions, i.e. the weightings of votes. 

• Addition: timeline. 

– Can be linked to specific political events. 

• End-user product: stats are useful only as long 
as they are understood by an ordinary Joe. 

 



Test 



Test Answer the questions 



Test (Check out the arguments) 



Calculation (1) 

• A list of related votes in the Parliament 
Like in PublicWhip.org.uk/policies.php 

• Each is attributed with weight (-5 ... +5) 



Calculation (2) 

Votes are aggregated and averaged, and correspondence percentage 
for each MP/party is produced. 



Calculation (3) 

Aggregated MPs’ and 
parties’ positions 

&  

Aggregated user’s 
answers to questions  

 

are compared for 
each question & each 
MP/party. 



Calculation (4) 

• Test results: user-politician comparisons for each question are 
summed up into a single number for each MP and party. 



Test: why not? 

• Users are able to choose the level of reduction 

Complete 

All questions  
= one number (for 

each MP/party) 

Question 

Each question  
= one number  

Aspect of question 

Each component  
= one number 

Voting 

Each voting  
= one number 

Do not force our interpretation of the policy. 

 Transparency about how we arrive at the results. 



Weaknesses 

• Only includes the existing MPs/parties and 
excludes the candidates. 
– Continuous monitoring tool, not only voting advice 

application. 

– Partner: manobalsas.lt. All candidates, BUT promises. 

• Many functions are labour-intensive. 
– PublicWhip.org.uk faces problems with volunteers. 

– Partnership with universities, make internships. 

– Ensure stable financing. 



In addition 

• Result presentation solutions (bubbles?) 

• Crowd-sourcing system 

• MB.lt promise-holding index 

• Integration with existing tools in LT 
– WriteToThem [ParašykJiems.lt] 

– Transparency Line [SkaidrumoLinija.lt] 

– MyVoice [ManoBalsas.lt] 

– TheyWorkForYou [KaVeikiaValdzia.lt] 
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