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Politicians talk a lot



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3382 March 19, 2009 
Over the past 2 weeks, Republicans 

have discussed the spending side of the 
budget and some of the massive new 
taxes the budget calls for on energy use 
and on small businesses. Today, I wish 
to briefly discuss another element of 
the tax plan, and that is the proposal 
to limit the benefit taxpayers receive 
for making charitable donations to 
nonprofits and charitable organiza-
tions. 

Let’s be clear about something from 
the outset. This is not something only 
Republicans oppose. This proposal has 
been met with wide bipartisan opposi-
tion in Congress and widespread criti-
cism from the many thousands of orga-
nizations that would be adversely af-
fected by it. With a challenged econ-
omy already causing endowments at 
colleges and universities, charities, 
museums, and other nonprofits to 
shrivel up, the last thing America’s 
nonprofit organizations expected was 
for the administration to introduce yet 
another disincentive to charitable giv-
ing, and many of them, including many 
of them from the opposite ends of the 
political spectrum, are uniting in 
strong opposition to the administra-
tion’s proposal. One reason: According 
to a February survey in the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, college and uni-
versity endowments lost more than 20 
percent of their value in a recent 5- 
month period, largely as a result of the 
plunging stock market. The adminis-
tration’s proposal is a bad one, frankly, 
at any time, but now is the worst time 
of all. 

Earlier this week, I received a letter 
on this very proposal from the presi-
dent of Western Kentucky University 
in Bowling Green. He said the univer-
sity has worked hard over the past year 
to increase its support from charitable 
gifts and that they have had a lot of 
success doing that. He also noted that 
WKU is in the middle of a major annual 
fundraising campaign to increase op-
portunities for students and that 95 
percent of the total will come from the 
generosity of fewer than 500 donors. 

The message was clear: The impor-
tance of major gifts to Western Ken-
tucky University and to thousands of 
other colleges and universities across 
the country is impossible to overstate, 
and disincentivizing those gifts would 
strike a serious blow to every one of 
these institutions—every single one of 
them. 

There is another important aspect of 
this issue, and it is one President 
Ransdell at WKU pointed out in his let-
ter. Americans are known the world 
over for their generosity. That gen-
erosity was encouraged by the creation 
of the charitable gift deduction in the 
early part of the last century, and that 
deduction is one of the reasons that 
last year Americans gave more than 
$300 billion to charitable causes—that 
was back in 2007—and roughly 75 per-
cent of those donations—or $229 bil-
lion—came from individuals. I will say 
that again: 75 percent of the $300 bil-
lion given to charitable causes in 2007, 

which is $229 billion, came from indi-
viduals. One of the things Americans 
are most proud of is that no other in-
dustrialized nation in the world gives 
more to charity than the United 
States. It is not even close. As a share 
of our GDP, Americans give more than 
twice as much as Britain and 10 times 
more than France. Seven out of ten 
American households donate to char-
ities, supporting a wide range of reli-
gious, educational, cultural, health 
care, and environmental goals. This is 
something to be proud of. It is uniquely 
American. It is not something we want 
to discourage. 

So Americans from all walks of life 
and both political parties are worried 
about this proposal. They don’t under-
stand why charitable organizations and 
the people they serve should suffer in 
order to pay for new or expanded Gov-
ernment programs. According to one 
study, this proposal could lead to $9 
billion less in charitable giving each 
year. That is less money for places 
such as Western Kentucky University, 
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, hos-
pitals, churches, food pantries, and 
countless other causes that are quite 
worthy of our support. These organiza-
tions are hurting enough. The adminis-
tration doesn’t need to hit them up for 
more tax revenue while they are down, 
and it doesn’t need to blunt one of the 
things Americans are most proud of; 
that is, of course, our generosity. 

The following quote attributed to 
President Kennedy sums up the way 
most Americans feel about this issue, 
and it captures my own sentiments as 
well. This is what he had to say: 

The raising of extraordinarily large sums 
of money, given voluntarily and freely by 
millions of our fellow Americans, is a unique 
American tradition . . . Philanthropy, char-
ity, giving voluntarily and freely . . . call it 
what you like, but it is truly a jewel of an 
American tradition. 

Charities provide a valuable public 
service to society’s most vulnerable 
citizens. Now more than ever, these or-
ganizations need our help. This plan to 
disincentivize charitable giving is ab-
solutely wrong. Many of us on both 
sides of the aisle will be working hard 
to make sure it doesn’t become law. 
Congress should preserve the full de-
duction for charitable donations and 
actually look for additional ways to 
encourage charitable giving, not dis-
courage it. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 1 hour, with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two 
leaders, or their designees, with the 
majority controlling the first half and 
the Republicans controlling the second 
half. 

The Senator from Washington is rec-
ognized. 

(The remarks of Mrs. MURRAY per-
taining to the introduction of S. 638 are 
located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mrs. MURRAY. I yield the floor, and 
I reserve the remainder of the time on 
our side. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming is 
recognized. 

f 

THE BUDGET 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, this morn-
ing I want to address the budget a lit-
tle bit, and to all Americans, I want to 
be clear: I want to work with the Presi-
dent to get our economy back on track. 
I want to fix housing, reform the finan-
cial markets, and help every citizen 
get access to high-quality, affordable 
health care. I want our President to 
succeed in leading our Nation out of 
this economic crisis. 

But I draw the line with President 
Obama’s idea of raising taxes. He may 
think it is a great idea to raise taxes in 
the midst of a recession, but I surely 
don’t. The President’s proposed tax in-
crease is a whopper—$1.4 trillion in 
new taxes, which is equal to the annual 
economic output of all of Spain. 

Despite the White House rhetoric, 
these taxes will hit all Americans. No 
one is spared. This budget raises taxes 
on energy. If you drive a car or heat 
your home, your taxes are going to go 
up. 

This budget raises taxes on small 
business. More than half of small busi-
nesses that employ between 20 and 500 
employees—that is the Federal defini-
tion of ‘‘small business,’’ 20 and 500 em-
ployees—will see their tax bills rise 
and jobs eliminated. 

This budget raises taxes on senior 
citizens who are dependent on dividend 
and capital gains income for retire-
ment income. 

This budget raises taxes on chari-
table contributions. Just the an-
nouncement that it will happen, we 
have already seen decreasing chari-
table contributions. Of course, a lot of 
those charitable contributions are ones 
that come from these small business 
employers who have single proprietor-
ships or small business corporations 
where they have to pay their taxes 
right away, even though they have to 
put all that money back into the com-
pany. I will talk about that later. 
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29 Proposition de loi de naturalisation accordée en application de la loi du 1
er

 mars 2000 modifiant 

certaines dispositions relatives à la nationalité belge (partie D) (3066/2) 

29 Voorstel van naturalisatiewet toegekend bij toepassing van de wet van 1 maart 2000 tot wijziging 

van een aantal bepalingen betreffende de Belgische nationaliteit (deel D) (3066/2) 
 

Discussion des articles 
Bespreking van de artikelen 
 

Les articles 1 à 3 sont adoptés article par article. 
De artikelen 1 tot 3 worden artikel per artikel aangenomen. 
 

La discussion des articles est close. Le vote sur l'ensemble de la proposition de loi de naturalisation 

(partie D) aura lieu ultérieurement. 

De bespreking van de artikelen is gesloten. De stemming over het geheel van het voorstel van 

naturalisatiewet (deel D) zal later plaatsvinden. 

 

Naamstemmingen (voortzetting) 
Votes nominatifs (continuation) 
 

Wij gaan over tot de stemming over het voorstel van naturalisatiewetten waarvan wij zojuist de artikelen 

hebben besproken. 

Nous allons procéder au vote sur la proposition des lois de naturalisation dont nous venons d'examiner les 

articles. 

 

Vraagt iemand het woord voor een stemverklaring? 

Quelqu'un demande la parole pour une déclaration avant le vote? 

 

29.01  Pierrette Cahay-André (MR): Monsieur le président, vous 

savez que c'est ma dernière séance. Je ne ferai pas le même 

discours que celui de M. Henry, que j'ai par ailleurs apprécié. Je 

voudrais simplement parler au nom de la commission des 

Naturalisations, dont je fus la vice-présidente et remercier M. Hove, 

notre président, qui a très bien mené les débats. (Applaudissements) 
 

De plus, je souhaiterais remercier mes deux collègues de la "petite 

Chambre", dont j'étais la présidente: André Frédéric et Stijn Bex. 

(Applaudissements) 
 

Monsieur le président, je tiens à vous dire que nous avons travaillé en 

bonne intelligence. Nous avons octroyé la nationalité à bon nombre 

de candidats. Il me faut également rappeler que, pour bon nombre de 

nos concitoyens, cet accès à la nationalité constitue un accès à 

l'emploi, à la stabilité, à l'intégration et au droit de vote. 

(Applaudissements) 
 

29.01  Pierrette Cahay-André 
(MR): Dit is mijn laatste 

vergadering. Namens de 

commissie voor de Naturalisaties, 

waarvan ik ondervoorzitter was, 

dank ik de voorzitter, de heer 

Hove, die de debatten zeer goed 

heeft geleid. Ik dank ook mijn twee 

collega's van de ‘kleine kamer’ die 

ik voorzat, de heren Frédéric en 

Bex. 

 

Wij hebben in goede 

verstandhouding samengewerkt 

en hebben aan tal van gegadigden 

de nationaliteit toegekend. Voor 

velen betekent het verwerven van 

de nationaliteit ook dat zij een 

baan zullen vinden, dat zij 

stabiliteit zullen vinden, zich zullen 

kunnen integreren en stemrecht 

zullen krijgen. 

 

Le président: Ce n'est pas terminé, chers collègues! L'atmosphère n'est pas mauvaise! 

 

29.02  Pierrette Cahay-André (MR): Monsieur le président, vous me 

permettrez de vous remercier aussi et de vous féliciter pour votre 

grande connaissance de l'Institution, votre compétence, votre 

courtoisie et votre respect du fonctionnement de la démocratie. 

(Applaudissements) 

29.02  Pierrette Cahay-André 
(MR): Mijnheer de voorzitter, ook u 

wil ik bedanken, voor uw grote 

kennis van de instelling, uw 

deskundigheid, uw hoffelijkheid en 

Belgium:
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30TH NOVEMBER. 1899.

PRESENT:!

His EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR (Sir Henry Blake,

G.C.M.G.).

His EXCELLENCY Major-General GASCOIGNE C.M.G.

(Commanding the Troops).

The Hon. J. H. STEWART LOCKHART C.M.G. (Colonial

Secretary).

Hon. H. E. POLLOCK (Acting Attorney-General).

Hon. R. MURRAY RUMSEY (Harbour Master).

Hon. F. H. MAY, C.M.G. (Captain Superintendent of

Police).

Hon. A. M. THOMSON (Colonial Treasurer).

Hon. R. D. ORMSBY (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P. CHATER, C.M.G.

Hon. Dr. HO KAI.

Hon. E. R. BELILIOS, C.M.G.

Hon. WEI A YUK.

Mr. R. F. JOHNSTON (Acting Clerk of Councils.)

FINANCIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table Financial

Minute No. 26 and proposed that it be referred to the

Finance Committee.

The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded and the motion was

carried.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table report of the

Finance Committee (No. 10) and proposed its adoption.

The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded and the motion was

carried.

THE HON. T. H. WHITEHEAD'S PROTEST.!
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE

SANITARY BOARD.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD!In pursuance of notice I

now lay on the table a statement of my reasons for

dissenting from the majority of the Council to the

Appropriation Bill, and beg to give notice that at the next

meeting of the Council I will ask the following questions:

!"With reference to Government Notifications Nos. 653

and 654 of 25th inst, will the Hon. the Colonial Secretary

inform the Council whether the Sanitary Board in future is

to be constituted in accordance with The Public Health

Ordinance No. 24 of 1887, sections 4 and 5, and if the

nominated members are as formerly to be unofficial

members of the civil community?"

THE DANGEROUS GOODS ORDINANCE.

On the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,

seconded by the COLONIAL SECRETARY a Bill entitled An

Ordinance to amend the Dangerous Goods Ordinance,

1873, was read a first time.

LIQUOR LICENSE ORDINANCE.

The next item on the agenda was "First reading of a Bill

entitled An Ordinance to amend the Liquor Licenses

Ordinance, 1898."

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL!I beg to move that the

next item in the Orders of the Day be discharged, as I

understand that there are some further amendments to be

proposed to the Liquor Licensing Ordinance, and

consequently I do not propose to proceed with the first

reading to-day.

The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded and the motion was

carried.

THE ARMS AMMUNITION BILL.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL!I beg to move the

second reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to amend

and consolidate the law relating to the carriage and

possession of arms and ammunition. I will ask honourable

members to turn to the statement of objects and reasons

printed at the end of the Bill and which are as follow:!

"The trade in arms and ammunition in this colony has

increased so much of late that it is thought desirable that it

should be subjected to strict supervision, and the recent

increase of armed robberies and piracies in the adjacent

provinces of the Chinese Empire, to the detriment of our

trade, has demonstrated the necessity for such strict

supervision.

"The present Bill, therefore, while it practically re-enacts

many of the provisions of Ordinances 8 and 14 of 1895,

which it repeals, includes certain entirely new provisions

(marked new in the margin) which will now be briefly

discussed.

"This Bill amends the existing law by rendering the

possession of ammunition, as well as of arms, without a

proper authority, illegal. (See clause 5.)

"By clause 4 of this Bill the issue of, and conditions to

be attached to, licences to carry arms are vested in the

Captain Superintendent of Police instead of as heretofore in

the Governor. See too clause 11 of the Bill, which

substitutes the Captain Superintendent of Police for the

Registrar General in the case of licences to deal in arms and

which gives power to the Captain Superintendent of Police

(subject to an appeal to the Governor-in-Council) to refuse

to grant or to cancel a licence.

"It has been thought expedient to re-enact section 6 of

Ordinance 8 of 1895 in a somewhat modified form, so as to

make the question whether a licence or export permitis

required to depend not upon the residence of the purchaser

or the value of arms or ammunition sold, but upon the

question whether the arms or ammunition are sold for use

within the colony or for export from the colony.

"It has been found by experience that purchasers and

sellers of arms do not always export those arms by the

vessel named in the export permit, but sometimes divert the

arms to other secret purposes, and it has, therefore, been

thought expedient to check this practice by the following

Hong Kong:
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第００２回国会　本会議　第７９号
昭和二十三年七月五日（月曜日）
　　　　午前十一時四十三分開議
　　　　̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶
　議事日程　第七十五号
　　昭和二十三年七月五日（月曜日）
　　　　午前十時開議
　第一　食糧管理特別会計法の一部を改正する法律案（内閣提出、参議院回付）
　第二　理容師法の一部を改正する法律案（本院提出、参議院回付）
　第三　國家行政組織法案（内閣提出、参議院回付）
　第四　消防法案（本院提出、参議院回付）
　第五　檢察審査会法案（内閣提出）
　第六　新聞出版用紙割当事務廳設置法案（内閣提出）
　第七　國営競馬特別会計法案（内閣提出）
　第八　地方財政法案（内閣提出）
　第九　地方税法を改正する法律案（内閣提出）
　第十　地方配付税法案（内閣提出）
　第十一　國会閉会中委員会が審査を行う場合の委員の手当に関する法律案（議院運営委員長提出）
　　　　̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶̶
　　請　願
　第一　岩内、黒松内間鉄道敷設の請願（第一号）
　第二　玉造、佐原間鉄道敷設の請願（第一一号）
　第三　鉾田、小見川間鉄道敷設の請願（第一二号）
　第四　鉄道小運送業改善に関する請願（第三四号）
　第五　白山、新發田間鉄道速成の請願（第三六号）
　第六　小川村江田に停車場設置の請願（第四二号）
　第七　高岡市の西地区に停車場設置の請願（第四八号）
　第八　猪谷、船津間鉄道敷設の請願（第五八号）
　第九　津輕半島環状鉄道敷設促進の請願（第五九号）
第一〇　末吉町大字南之郷高岡口、末吉駅間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第六号）
第一一　郡山、白石間鉄道電化の請願（第六五号）
第一二　鹿屋、隼人間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第六六号）
第一三　鴻島市、中村町原釜間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第六八号）
第一四　荒海、瀧原間鉄道敷設の請願（第八五号）
第一五　篠山、菟原両駅間並びに宮田を分岐点とする大山駅及び大山村の間に國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第八七号）
第一六　旧南海鉄道山手線拂下に関する請願（第九〇号）
第一七　松戸、平間電化促進の請願（第九一号）
第一八　武生、城崎間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第一〇六号）
第一九　米良線を三納代駅まで延長の請願（第一二六号）
第二〇　名古屋、岡崎間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第一三四号）
第二一　函館、奥尻間航路開設費國庫輔助の請願（第一五一号）
第二二　石巻、鹿島臺間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第一五四号）
第二三　千葉、木更津間電化の請願（第一六一号）
第二四　下関、小郡間電化の請願（第一六三号）
第二五　幸時、中判田間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第一七九号）
第二六　大野、三重間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第一八二号）
第二七　緒方、日向長井両駅間に鉄道敷設の請願（第一八三号）
第二八　北福井信号所及び福井操車場を一般駅に昇格の請願（第一九〇号）
第二九　瀬戸内海水域の掃海に関する請願（第二二号）
第三〇　旭川、留萌間直通列車運轉の請願（第二一五号）
第三一　小川村江田に停車場設置の請願（第二三三号）
第三二　瀬戸内海水域の掃海に関する請願（第二三六号）
第三三　國営自動車諏訪線を長野管理部に移管並びに運営の拡充に関する請願（第二四七号）
第三四　宇野港既設突堤移管に伴う代替施設施行の請願（第二七一号）
第三五　殿田、小濱間鉄道促進の請願（第三二五号）
第三六　石巻より飯野川を経て氣仙沼に至る間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第三二九号）
第三七　都井岬燈台復旧促進の請願（第三五八号）
第三八　西鹿見島、饅頭石両駅間に停車場設置の請願（第三九五号）
第三九　鶴ケ岡、納田終間國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第三六三号）
第四〇　古江より鹿屋、高須を経て佐多に至る間に國営自動車運輸開始の請願（第三九〇号）
第四一　豊富、浅茅野間鉄道敷設の請願（第三九二号）
第四二　豊富、沼川間鉄道敷設の請願（第三九三号）

衆議院会議録情報　第００２回国会　本会議　第７９号 http://kokkai.ndl.go.jp/SENTAKU/syugiin/002/0512/00207050...

1 of 28 10/10/08 12:50 PM

Japan:



!""#$%&'()&*+,$"#1231 1232

!"#$%&'() *+,#-./#$0#) 1"#2) 345#46/78$) 1/96(:#
,;6$&09#)<9(#()=>(84)?@)56&:A:#)B@$#$6C8/#$0#D) E5C#+
=F46.7#)B/EG8>/G8$9#) <9FC)1G/#$0#)1"#E$)=$876'#H
!F.) EG&:$&09#) <9(#I) <$8J>@$#$6C8/#$0#D) !F,&4
58"#$0#) 1C6() K@7#L$6EC87#D) *'.>(8$) !"#$%&'(
1MG:$4#&4) 5N"#$0#) 7N'#H4#) 4/EGJH<7F+) 58F)B5#4
E5/4#46:#) E$'#H$#<$80#$6ECFD

1H4#448$O) 58F) 7F.8/#) 78G'#'4#&4,#
-/4656464#IG,#,H4#I,GF)!FC) $8/;4#46.8:#) 7F.8/6:#
B@$#$6FC) 96:) 2&C,8H$&0P7#) B"#E$) <98:#:$#
$'&7,#,'#>@$#$6FECFD) 7F.8/#) &G4#46(98&:A:#
94#46/96$69#&9)56L;/#)B:#:84)?@)2&C)<5H"#$8:78$)B@5#I
G@$6CID)1"#E$)QRS) )!FC)1&7,#-./#) ?@) 94#46/96$69#&9
56L;&/) 56(76,#,4C#27#) 1G&/) 1"#2) $'&7(8C#C9#
<9(#G4C#27#) 4(8/8$) B@$#$6C8/#$0#D) T.8:#O) ,8I$8,#L
1&79#96F)1U746)BFU7#) $6&'$#$8448:#)15#4) 56L;&/
56(76$#$)=>(K:#&:<(F+)$8/;7#)VC,#,H$6FCID)T$EGO
WXC#+$#$;$#$8.)7$#$0#) 94#46/96$69#&9)56764#47#) <$8Y7#L$#27#
1U/84L/4#I$#27#) (8Z#, #,8;4#I$#27#) <9:#G&44#
4H,#,4C#$8$)*'.>(8$)15#4)&G4#46(98&:A:#)94#46/96$69#&9
56L;&/) 56(76,#,4C#2) 5N"#$0#) ,8I$8,#L)1&79#96UX'8$
1U746)GZ"#$) EGJH<7F+)B5#4) E5/4#46E:) 58F)E$'#H$#
<$80#$6ECFD)1E4E,8:#) &G4#46(98&:AE:) 96:) $8:78$
$8G:/J) 1&74#I) 1"#E$) E984&.$#) <$H->$&0
5'4#46$ #<$8J>@$#$6FC) ,8I$8,#L,#) ,&'A./6F
5'G>$#&$$0#) [:7#) B/\) E5/"#$06:#) E58(806$0#
&G4#46(98&:$#29#) <9:#:)=>(84) 56&:A:#)B@$#$6C8/#$0#D
7F.8/#) &G4#46(98&:A:#) ,8I$8,#L)1/J)B@,#,4.8:#
1"#20#0) 7$#$0#) ,(7#) $8/;78$) B/\) E5/"#$06E:
&G4#46(98&:$#29#) <9:#:)=>(84) ?@)I/#,#,8$#$6() 56&:
$8;,#,H$6CID)1E4E,8F+48F)7F.8/#)K&0(8'#'/"#2$#2
1@$8&7A:#),8I$8,#L,#),&'A./#)B@$#$6FC)$8/;4#46.8:#
1(]E:) B@$#$6FC) 378/#) ^_$#2) E7C#,'#') 2H7#,"#$0#
345#46/78$\7#) 567 #746(8$\7#) G8Z) =>(84) 56&:AE:
4C#$8]$78$)B'7#<,(/#5#46@$#$6FC.D)7F.8/#)5$/,#),246A:#
,8I$8,#L,#) ,&'A./#)`Z#5#46@,#,4F) $8/;78$)1"#20#0
7$#$0#)1"#2)1&746(8.)G8Z#$#&$&()G8Z)=>(84) a/#
B$#$'#'8.) 56&:&7$#24#) 40#0,#,'#>@$#) $6C8/#$0#D)T$EGO
78JL762) ,8I$8,#L,#) -/46(&79#9/#) 1G/#$0#) B46E:
4&:A'#HO)7F.8/#)78G'#')7$#$0#)B(:#L)G8Z#$#&$&(9#)9N/8$
=F<.H,#,4C#2) G946(8$) 15#4) B/JH) B/8bG
=$87#$&0P7#) <GG#EG+)B'"#$06:#)1&74#I)15#4)7$#$06F
3=$78.)G8Z#\$#2)GZ6$8'#') EGJH<7F+)B5#4) E5/4#46:#
E$'#H$#<$80#$6FECFD

E7M7#O) 7F.8/6:#) $'&7(8C#C6) 1J&7A:#) 1:#&:,#
-'#>$#2) 78C#C:8$69#) <9FC) ,"#24#45#&4) 56c8:#) d7#) -C\J
1G/#$0#) $'5#4) ^eT5#) 46$46A]@5#I) $8;87:#) E,8A@$#$6C8/#D
BIG&/$#27#) 1G@$#2) !F.) 5'5#4<4F,&4A'#H) ,8I$8,#L
1&79#E98) 1:#:I) ,8I$8,#L,#,&') G'#'8/"#$E08O
1/98"#$E78) !I\7#) VCK:#&:D) BF+) B4C#2) !46/#,#L4#
<4/6K4#I) 7F.8/#) 7C#+7#) (8Z#,#,8;) 7&C) 78G'#') T(/#$0#
$>4"#$&0) !Y46$#<$8J>@$#$6FC8/#$0#) f) *"#$06'7#) E$'#H$#
<$8JE'A@$#$6FC8/#$0#D) gFO) BI) 97#,5#478$) G4#46$#
$8.6]@5#IV') 1G@$#2) !F.) 5'5#4I) !FC) K0$#$4#&4$#
E$'#H)!Y46$#<$8J>@$#$6FC8/#$0#D)T.8:#O)B5#4)1/98"#$7#
BIG&/$#27#) !5#4,#) ,46M7#) VC87:#) <70.78$EG) B@5#I
<$8J>@$#$6FCID) T$EGO) 15#4,#) ,"#24#) 45#&4$#2) !F.
5'5#4I) !F,&4) *'.>(8$) 1C6K$#$) EGJH7#) !F+
*"#$&0$#) E$'#H$#) <$80#$6FECFD

1E4EG&0O) 1/98"#$4#) 4/,#-.@7#O) 7$#$0#) KH4&:
=F.;6A.@7#) B"#E$) 97#,h/#) <GC#C6&(,#) ,C#C6$#) VH4:8$
=Z"#$6$#) <$8J>@$#$6FC8/#$0#) f) 95#E489,#,'#H$#) <$8J>@$#

$6FC8/#$0#D) 97#,h/6E:) B/8bG4#46./#) <GC#C6) <,C#C6@$#$:87#D
T.8:#O) 569#9(78$) 1I) 1/98"#$4#46C#2) ?@) E48:#KE(
!F,&4) 5N"#$0#) ?,#L$#<$80#0) EGJH7#D) B5#4) <GC#C6&($#
<$8J'8>$#) <$8J>@$#$6FC) B5#4) EG&0AE:O) 569#9(78$
<48'/,#E,8$6FC)E48:#K$&0P7#) 95#46,#,4C#2)5N"#$0#)4(8/8$
B@$#$) EGJH7#D) 15#49#) 9$#46&() TJ'GF) *"#$%$#2$#
<$8H$#$) EGJH7#) !F+) 58F) B5#4) E5/4#46E:) EGJ>$#
<$80#$6FECFD) 97#,h/#) ,246) 76$9#) 96C6(<48@) -/E497#) !F,I
*"#$%$#24#) <4/6P7#D) KH4&:,#) L]$0#) 76$,#) <,/6() [IX/#
-/E494#&4E() 4"#$%&'() $'#H,#,8'#H$#20#) <$8JH
G5#4G/#$0#D) P4#4) 56+4#44#&4) 7NC$#) V'8I) !FC) ?E/
$8/;4#I$#$8$O) 1G/#$0#) 4"#$%&'() ,:4#&4) *"#$%$#2$#
$8'#>K'#H) 7N0\7#) 4"#$%&'() ,246$%$#29#) <9F+
K'#'8/#$0#D)=:#&:4#4N\)B/8bG)=$87#)KH4&:,#)L]$08:#
48$#$,#,'#HO) =C#C8$) 1Z6$#$,#,'#'&4) 7C5#IK'$#V'8I) f
T&.AC\) =$87#) =C#C8$4#) 48$#$6(Z6$#$,#,'#'&4) 7C5#IK'$#
V'8ID) B,#,>(8.) 76$,#<,/6() =$87#$&0E() 48$#$6
1Z64#4G/#$0#) 1G/#$0#D) !.EGO) 1G/#$0#) 56&.4#46@5#48:#
97#,h&/4#4$#$&G4#46@$#$:87#D) T.8:#O) 1"#20#0) 7$#$06F
,8I$8,#L) 5:&.$#) $@4#46C#<$8JH7#O)1E4EG&0)B5#4) P4#4
56+4#47#) =C6G&'G4C#2) !5#4G&$AM7#) 48"#$0#) $8/;78$
B@5#IK'$#)V'8I)!F,4C#$8$\7#)1G/#$0#)45#46E/8,8(78$,#
-FG8"#$6(&4E() 5N"#$0#) <GC#C6(8$$#) <$8J'8H$6FCN/#$0#D
B5#4) <GC#C6) !46/#$8:"#$06E:) ,:) E48:#K$&0) *"#$%$#2
569#9(78$) i'#>4#) 4@7#) !F,&4$#) VC6) !FU&'() *&/&(
56&C\) <9(#$6FECFD) 5FC6D

-./$01/$2/""3

!"#$ %&'()*$ +,$ -.'%/0$ 123/4.$ 561*$ %789)0$2*$:*0/3*
;<=8>?/@$;1*3A3B4.C
j78JL762) j46@746k)3E748)lND)l(E9.)m)96+G/#)1-K@4#46O
<,J$0#) GMGh'#H&$) 1&79#9/#k

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena - Minister of Child

Development and Women’s Empowerment)

456%57$891+:7$7:$7;8<1(=>$?1@?$%01');)A47;B$.&)()$:C8<7(4
.D$DE78<()($.8'($@8F$9DE%G$7H);<$DI,J$?;K8*$L:1D<$'&:&)(8:7$8*
.:%(M18NDI$O($P&7$:Q7$?;9E'<?($?M1$?GK4R$.:%(M1:$6&S4$'GTG+U:
41$'T458:7(4$%7(8)1(V$8:7:1/$.8'($@8F$'%5$PG<$DE7:6$.&);$8:61
);+5W5$X)14)(4$%R7(?1YB$ZD(8NP?1K$))()(:<7($)@4?($4[$9@:\7(
%1*'],$'̂8D(C<$%*'],W8<7(4$.8'($@8F$945D1$'167<R$7)A$?@$P&7H4R
9&?;$_$);8+7$+:$41$8*$.:%(M18NDI$L8C(V8<7(4$4)?($?T$<5)A<E/$O(
%1*'],$'^8D(C<R$O6(``a$)^%():1DI7($O6(6$?T$'^91@<7(R$'^);$'^91@
O6(6$?@\7($O4$'^8D(C<$.1@?(V1$?@$P&7H4$%U91$bL)$'@c:R$)+\7(
%R7($ ?T$ 945D1');:@&7($ '^d17$ )^GLd$ 945D18N$ _8@1(d1@$ 7;6d1K
49)(:@&7(R)(B$8'16e%G<R)(B$O($:18P(4$8*$%U91$71<?)(:<$%'<\7(B
4[$8'7(:\7($?R<5)A$?T$.'$@=8<($.);P@&$=71f');$49E7(D$@1='?(V
=71f');)A41R)($ 41$ 8*$ .:%(M18NDI$ %()g);:7()$ 8:7:1/$ 7&8[79E@
'T18)($'^+6$8?1h$4]6%(M17<?($:]$8*$%1*'],$'^8D(C<$%*'],W8<7(4
O6(``a$)^%():1DI7(8P($P^9W<R$<R)(:$);+5W5$.:f<?$LC16$%R7?(
DE<)($?@$ 844$'^8D(C<$ .)($ ')($?@$P&7H4R$ .8'($ 945D1:R$9&?;$ _4
.&)(8)7(4$.'G$6+'5$ =<P^9W<?($9&h<R$41$ D?;7:1/$ 8*$7;%1$ .8'(
@8F$945D1$7;6d1K7(8P($bL)$PW71:?($.9E\$:5W1/$O($:18P(4$'%5$PE<
?16:6$ 45)g,$ %9$)^G?AW146<$ :&7;$ '^8D(C:6$ %1417>$ =7)1:8P()(
bL)$L71C<R$')($:5W1/$$O($:5W)($<5D(d<?($:&7;$8D<?($':);7$8?1R
%GD(d$:7(87($841??(Di$.&)(8)7(4$.8'($@8F$<5D(d<?($8718:<E$);8+7(87(/
.'G$ 8?1<E4$ .:%(M1:?:)($ <5D(d<?R$%]D17*$7&9&/$745)($ .8'($ @8F
.9Ej%?B$ %1417>$ =7)1:$ J1)7<$?;K4$ %Gc$ 8:7:1/$ L8C(V8<7(4
?&k);8P16(6l:$'^8D(C8<(DI$+%($@M<?R$8+1(*+$'^91@<?($O6(6$?@\7(
.9Ej%?$%1417>$=7)1:$J1)7<$?T1/$O($:18P(4$8?1Tm$DE%()^G?(?8<()(B
4975:@$DE%()^G?(?8<()($8718<?($)&7(:6$LLd$?(8V()^:6$7;<&nW5$945D1
7;6d1K7(B$8C^(V(o$'5D(P6<7($J1)7<$?;K4$%U91$8718<?A)($.1?1@8<(
8+1(*+$'^91@<7($.R:1$);+5W1/$O($.:%(M1:7(:6DI$.8'($945D18N$'Gp%?(B
%147>$=7)1:)($bL)?(V<R$')($:5W1/$O($'GTG+U:$.8'($?7P1R5:$8*
.:%(M18N$DI$41$'^?1C$?@7:1/$O'4W?($8718:<EB$O6(``a$%jLd17<R

Sri Lanka:



Weimar Germany:

Image copyright held by the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek



Speech in Legislatures Online

• Most democracies (and some nondemocracies with 
parliaments) have placed some of these records online.

• A few have placed their entire democratic history (or 
more) online.  Examples:

• Ukraine from 1990 

• Japan from 1938

• Ireland from 1919

• Mexico from 1917

• Hong Kong from 1884

• Czech Republic / Slovakia ...  Austrian Empire from 1848

• Netherlands from 1814 (in progress)

• United Kingdom from 1803



So far ...

• > 40 languages

• > 120 parliaments / assemblies / legislatures

• > 80 distinct countries (or supra-/sub-national polities)

• > 4000 parliament-years

• > 20 billion “words”

• (The English-language Wikipedia has ~ 2 billion words)



Some available records are problematic

• Inconsistencies in format.

• PDFs can be problematic even if searchable. 

• Words can appear in non-logical order, particularly in 
multicolumn records or right-to-left languages.

• Images only.

• Require character recognition, or keying, dramatically 
increasing cost and error.  In most cases, we don’t do this.

• Copyright and commercial restrictions.

• e.g., The U.S. Congressional Record is in the public domain, but 
digitized text prior to 1991 is only available behind paywalls of 
Lexis-Nexis Congressional and Hein Online.



For example,records of recent years of the French National 
Assembly are in a fairly well-structured html format:



Older records are available in searchable pdfs, with multiple 
formats and inconsistent digitization of characters and formats:

Constituent Assembly, 
1945, and IV Republic

V Republic, 1961



We convert the raw records into a structured xml format:



Data we try to capture and measure

• Documents:

• Hierarchy of sittings, discussions, utterances, sentences.

• Metadata about the document (e.g, type, speaker, ...).

• Speaker data (e.g., party, gender, roles, election results, ...)

• Bill data (e.g., histories, associated speeches, votes, ...).

• Recorded vote data

• Observable text data (e.g., counts of words)

• Latent concepts (e.g., topic, frame, position)



A few applications in political science



Geographic representation





Personalistic representation







Tracking the political agenda



Negotiations Jobs Religion / 
Identity Education Housing/

Immigration
אוסלו העבודה בשבת החינוך הקליטה
ערפאת והרווחה המשטרה הספר דירות

הפלשתינים עובדים הדתות והתרבות דיור
ירושלים התעסוקה השואה המורים העלייה
השלום שכר היהדות התלמידים העולים
Oslo work Saturday education absorption
Arafat welfare police school apartments

Palestinians workers religions culture housing
Jerusalem employment Holocaust teachers immigration
peace wages Judaism students immigrants

Top keywords for example topics, Knesset 
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Framing
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Issue ownership
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Some frames are 
mainly useful for 
one party.



Strategies of opposition
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Some frames are 
primarily useful to 
opposition parties.



Discussion

• This is a large public goods project and we are very 
interested in collaboration with others working on 
similar and related data.

• Collaborative efforts to produce data in a unified format.

• Collaborative efforts to produce tools for conversion 
between data formats.

• Collaborative efforts to produce linkage tools (e.g., mapping 
among politician id codes).

• Collaborative efforts to encourage parliaments, national 
libraries, and the like, to provide open and usable data.



• New $4m+ National Science Foundation initiative at Penn 
State in Big Data Social Science.

• Involves political science, sociology, economics, geography, 
anthropology, human development, communications, 
statistics, information science, and computer science.

• Seeking PhD students from these fields interested in social 
science research using text analytics, social networks, 
GIScience, intensive longitudinal, and image / video data.

• Seeking external partners with potential interest in hosting 
students for research externships.







Document data

• Hierarchical: “parliaments”, “sessions”, “sittings”, 
“discussions”, “utterances”, “sentences”

• Meta-data

• ID#, date, speaker ID/role, original record reference

• Document type (e.g., interpellation, first reading, ...)

• Document title (headings given in record)

• Original language, translated language

• In some cases, id#s for relevant bills, relevant votes

• Derived data: topic, frame, spatial positions



Where available

• Bill data

• Sponsorships, amendments, committee history, floor history 
associated votes, associated speech, text, supporting 
documents

• Recorded votes

• Vote types, associated legislation, associated speech



Unstructured text data

• Lexical feature (word, stem, in some cases n-grams) 
counts.

• Sparse matrix format

• Term-document matrix

• Stored for multiple translations, including Google 
Translate English

• Some targeted phrases 

• Named entities, esp. geographic places



Speaker data

• ID #s (& alternative ID#s for merging with other data)

• Name(s)

• Party / parties

• District data / geocodes (in some cases) 

• Gender / demographic information

• Parliamentary / electoral history

• In many cases, election results / list placement, etc.

• In many cases, other legislative roles (committees) and 
behaviors (recorded votes, bill sponsorships, etc.)

• In some cases, other biographical information


