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Politicians talk a lot



THE BUDGET

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, this morn-
ing I want to address the budget a lit-
tle bit, and to all Americans, I want to
be clear: I want to work with the Presi-
dent to get our economy back on track.
I want to fix housing, reform the finan-
cial markets, and help every citizen
get access to high-quality, affordable
health care. I want our President to
succeed in leading our Nation out of
this economic crisis.

But I draw the line with President
Obama’s idea of raising taxes. He may
think it is a great idea to raise taxes in
the midst of a recession, but I surely
don’t. The President’s proposed tax in-
crease is a whopper—$1.4 trillion in
new taxes, which is equal to the annual
economic output of all of Spain.

Despite the White House rhetoric,
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Over the past 2 weeks, Republicans
have discussed the spending side of the
budget and some of the massive new
taxes the budget calls for on energy use
and on small businesses. Today, I wish
to briefly discuss another element of
the tax plan, and that is the proposal
to limit the benefit taxpayers receive
for making charitable donations to
nonprofits and charitable organiza-
tions.

Let’s be clear about something from
the outset. This is not something only
Republicans oppose. This proposal has
been met with wide bipartisan opposi-
tion in Congress and widespread criti-
cism from the many thousands of orga-
nizations that would be adversely af-
fected by it. With a challenged econ-
omy already causing endowments at
colleges and universities, charities,
museums, and other nonprofits to
shrivel up, the last thing America’s
nonprofit organizations expected was
for the administration to introduce yet
another disincentive to charitable giv-
ing, and many of them, including many
of them from the opposite ends of the
political spectrum, are uniting in
strong opposition to the administra-
tion’s proposal. One reason: According
to a February survey in the Chronicle
of Higher Education, college and uni-
versity endowments lost more than 20
percent of their value in a recent 5-
month period, largely as a result of the
plunging stock market. The adminis-
tration’s proposal is a bad one, frankly,
at any time, but now is the worst time
of all.

Earlier this week, I received a letter
on this very proposal from the presi-
dent of Western Kentucky University
in Bowling Green. He said the univer-
sity has worked hard over the past year
to increase its support from charitable
gifts and that they have had a lot of
success doing that. He also noted that
WKU is in the middle of a major annual
fundraising campaign to increase op-
portunities for students and that 95
percent of the total will come from the
generosity of fewer than 500 donors.

The message was clear: The impor-
tance of major gifts to Western Ken-
tucky University and to thousands of
other colleges and universities across
the country is impossible to overstate,
and disincentivizing those gifts would
strike a serious blow to every one of
these institutions—every single one of
them.

There is another important aspect of
this issue, and it is one President
Ransdell at WKU pointed out in his let-
ter. Americans are known the world
over for their generosity. That gen-
erosity was encouraged by the creation
of the charitable gift deduction in the
early part of the last century, and that
deduction is one of the reasons that
last year Americans gave more than
$300 billion to charitable causes—that
was back in 2007—and roughly 75 per-
cent of those donations—or $229 bil-
lion—came from individuals. I will say
that again: 75 percent of the $300 bil-
lion given to charitable causes in 2007,

which is $229 billion, came from indi-
viduals. One of the things Americans
are most proud of is that no other in-
dustrialized nation in the world gives
more to charity than the United
States. It is not even close. As a share
of our GDP, Americans give more than
twice as much as Britain and 10 times
more than France. Seven out of ten
American households donate to char-
ities, supporting a wide range of reli-
gious, educational, cultural, health
care, and environmental goals. This is
something to be proud of. It is uniquely
American. It is not something we want
to discourage.

So Americans from all walks of life
and both political parties are worried
about this proposal. They don’t under-
stand why charitable organizations and
the people they serve should suffer in
order to pay for new or expanded Gov-
ernment programs. According to one
study, this proposal could lead to $9
billion less in charitable giving each
year. That is less money for places
such as Western Kentucky University,
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, hos-
pitals, churches, food pantries, and
countless other causes that are quite
worthy of our support. These organiza-
tions are hurting enough. The adminis-
tration doesn’t need to hit them up for
more tax revenue while they are down,
and it doesn’t need to blunt one of the
things Americans are most proud of;
that is, of course, our generosity.

The following quote attributed to
President Kennedy sums up the way
most Americans feel about this issue,
and it captures my own sentiments as
well. This is what he had to say:

The raising of extraordinarily large sums
of money, given voluntarily and freely by
millions of our fellow Americans, is a unique
American tradition . . . Philanthropy, char-
ity, giving voluntarily and freely . . . call it
what you like, but it is truly a jewel of an
American tradition.

Charities provide a valuable public
service to society’s most vulnerable
citizens. Now more than ever, these or-
ganizations need our help. This plan to
disincentivize charitable giving is ab-
solutely wrong. Many of us on both
sides of the aisle will be working hard
to make sure it doesn’t become law.
Congress should preserve the full de-
duction for charitable donations and
actually look for additional ways to
encourage charitable giving, not dis-
courage it.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

March 19, 2009

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 1 hour, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders, or their designees, with the
majority controlling the first half and
the Republicans controlling the second
half.

The Senator from Washington is rec-
ognized.

(The remarks of Mrs. MURRAY per-
taining to the introduction of S. 638 are
located in today’s RECORD under
‘“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.””)

Mrs. MURRAY. I yield the floor, and
I reserve the remainder of the time on
our side.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming is
recognized.

————

THE BUDGET

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, this morn-
ing I want to address the budget a lit-
tle bit, and to all Americans, I want to
be clear: I want to work with the Presi-
dent to get our economy back on track.
I want to fix housing, reform the finan-
cial markets, and help every citizen
get access to high-quality, affordable
health care. I want our President to
succeed in leading our Nation out of
this economic crisis.

But I draw the line with President
Obama’s idea of raising taxes. He may
think it is a great idea to raise taxes in
the midst of a recession, but I surely
don’t. The President’s proposed tax in-
crease is a whopper—$1.4 trillion in
new taxes, which is equal to the annual
economic output of all of Spain.

Despite the White House rhetoric,
these taxes will hit all Americans. No
one is spared. This budget raises taxes
on energy. If you drive a car or heat
your home, your taxes are going to go
up.

This budget raises taxes on small
business. More than half of small busi-
nesses that employ between 20 and 500
employees—that is the Federal defini-
tion of ‘‘small business,” 20 and 500 em-
ployees—will see their tax bills rise
and jobs eliminated.

This budget raises taxes on senior
citizens who are dependent on dividend
and capital gains income for retire-
ment income.

This budget raises taxes on chari-
table contributions. Just the an-
nouncement that it will happen, we
have already seen decreasing chari-
table contributions. Of course, a lot of
those charitable contributions are ones
that come from these small business
employers who have single proprietor-
ships or small business corporations
where they have to pay their taxes
right away, even though they have to
put all that money back into the com-
pany. I will talk about that later.












Uruguay:

El sefior PRESIDENTE (Marcial Ayaipoma Alvarado).— Tiene la palabra el congresista
Diez Canseco Cisneros, por tres minutos.

El sefior DIEZ CANSECO CISNEROS (UPD).— Sefor Presidente: Quiero reafirmar de

manera entdtica mi profunda discrepancia del planteamiento para modificar el tema de
las concesiones y que estas puedan convertirse en propiedad.

En primer lugar, creo que eso es inaceptable, y no solo porque aquellos que hoy tienen
terrenos en concesién podrian convertirse en propietarios de esos terrenos, sino porque,
en mi opinién, es un crimen que los recursos naturales que, conforme a la Constitucidn,
son propiedad de la Nacién, pasen a ser propiedad privada y que no puedan ser
entregados en concesion.




Belgium:

29.01 Pierrette Cahay-André (MR): Monsieur le président, vous
savez que c'est ma derniére séance. Je ne ferai pas le méme
discours que celui de M. Henry, que j'ai par ailleurs apprécié. Je
voudrais simplement parler au nom de Ila commission des
Naturalisations, dont je fus la vice-présidente et remercier M. Hove,
notre président, qui a trés bien mené les débats. (Applaudissements)

De plus, je souhaiterais remercier mes deux collegues de la "petite
Chambre", dont j'étais la présidente: André Frédéric et Stijn Bex.
(Applaudissements)

Monsieur le président, je tiens a vous dire que nous avons travaillé en
bonne intelligence. Nous avons octroye la nationalité a bon nombre
de candidats. Il me faut également rappeler que, pour bon nombre de
nos concitoyens, cet accés a la nationalité constitue un acces a
I'emploi, a la stabilité, a Iintégration et au droit de vote.
(Applaudissements)

29.01 Pierrette Cahay-André
(MR): Dit is mijn laatste
vergadering. Namens de

commissie voor de Naturalisaties,
waarvan ik ondervoorzitter was,
dank ik de voorzitter, de heer
Hove, die de debatten zeer goed
heeft geleid. Ik dank ook mijn twee
collega's van de ‘kleine kamer’ die
ik voorzat, de heren Frédéric en
Bex.

Wij hebben in goede
verstandhouding  samengewerkt
en hebben aan tal van gegadigden
de nationaliteit toegekend. Voor
velen betekent het verwerven van
de nationaliteit ook dat zij een
baan zullen vinden, dat zij
stabiliteit zullen vinden, zich zullen
kunnen integreren en stemrecht
zullen krijgen.

Le président: Ce n'est pas terminé, chers collegues! L'atmosphére n'est pas mauvaise!




Hong Kong:
The ActING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to move the

second reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to amend
and consolidate the law relating to the carriage and
possession of arms and ammunition. I will ask honourable
members to turn to the statement of objects and reasons
printed at the end of the Bill and which are as follow:—

"The trade m arms and ammunition 1n this colony has
increased so much of late that 1t 1s thought desirable that it
should be subjected to strict supervision, and the recent
increase of armed robberies and piracies in the adjacent
provinces of the Chinese Empire, to the detriment of our
trade, has demonstrated the necessity for such strict
supervision.

"The present Bill, therefore, while 1t practically re-enacts
many of the provisions of Ordinances 8 and 14 of 1895,
which it repeals, includes certain entirely new provisions
(marked new in the margin) which will now be briefly
discussed.

"This Bill amends the existing law by rendering the
possession of ammunition, as well as of arms, without a
proper authority, illegal. (See clause 3.)
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Japan:
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nnerdtag den 23. Mdrz 1933. | 25

Wel mar Germany: Zl’a‘mitiaent Goring: Meine Damen und Herren! ()

Sdy laffe jebt fiber den Antrag abftimmen. Sd) bitte
diejenigen Damen und Herven, die fiir die Ablehnung
be8 Antrags auf Haftentlafjung find, fidh von den

Sien ju erbeben.
(Gefdhieht.)

Dasd ift die Mebhrheit; der Antraq ift abgelehnt,
Wir fommen jet jum zweiten Gegenftand der

Tagedordnung:
Entgegennabhme eciner CErilarung der
NReich3regierung

in Verbindbung mit dex

erften und oeiten Vevatung ded vbon den Abge-
prdneten Dr. Frick, Dr. Oberfohren u. Gen. ein-
qebradhten Cnhourfd eine8 Gefehed jur Bes
hebung der Not von ‘WVolf und Reidh
(Mr. 6 der Drudfadyen).

Dag Wort hat der Herr Reichfan;ler.

(Die nationaljozialiftijdhe Fraftion crhebt fid) und
beguiifit den Neid)gfangler mit cinem dreifaden
$Heil.)

Pitler, Neidbsfaniler: Mdanner und Frauen Ded
Deutjhen  Reichtagd! Tm Cinbernehmen mit bder
Reidhdregierung haben die Nationaljozialiftijche Partei
und die Deutjdnationale Bolfspartei Fhnen durdy einen

Anitiativantrag ein Gefels jur BVehebung der Mot vbon
Rolf und NReid) jur BVefdhluffafjung unterbreitet.

Die Griinde fir diefen auBerordentlidien Vorgang
find folgende.

Jm November 1918 riffen marxiftijdhe Organifatio-
nen durdy eine Mevolution die vollziehende Gewalt an
fid. E}:e Monarden wurden entthront, ble Reidya-

o Image copyr:ght held by the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
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Speech in Legislatures Online

® Most democracies (and some nondemocracies with
parliaments) have placed some of these records online.

® A few have placed their entire democratic history (or
more) online. Examples:

Ukraine from 1990

Japan from 1938

Ireland from 1919

Mexico from 1917

Hong Kong from 1884

Czech Republic / Slovakia ... Austrian Empire from 1848
Netherlands from 1814 (in progress)

United Kingdom from 1803



So far ...

> 40 languages
> |20 parliaments / assemblies / legislatures
> 80 distinct countries (or supra-/sub-national polities)

> 4000 parliament-years

> 20 billion “words”

® (The English-language Wikipedia has ~ 2 billion words)



Some available records are problematic

® |nconsistencies in format.

® PDFs can be problematic even if searchable.

® Words can appear in non-logical order, particularly in
multicolumn records or right-to-left languages.

® |mages only.

® Require character recognition, or keying, dramatically
increasing cost and error. In most cases, we don’t do this.

® Copyright and commercial restrictions.

® e.g,The US. Congressional Record is in the public domain, but
digitized text prior to 1991 is only available behind paywalls of
Lexis-Nexis Congressional and Hein Online.



For example,records of recent years of the French National
Assembly are in a fairly well-structured html format:

Pluralisme des médias

M. le président. La parole est 2 M. Didier Mathus, pour le groupe socialiste, radical, citoyen et divers gauche.

M. Didier Mathus. Monsieur le Premier ministre, un sondage paru ce matin fait état de la défiance des Francais a
I’'égard des médias, qu’ils estiment, a 62 %, dépendants du pouvoir politique. On peut les comprendre, a 1'énumération
des propriétaires des principaux groupes de presse : M. Lagardére, qui, selon ses propres dires, considére le Président
Sarkozy « comme un frére » ; M. Dassault, sénateur UMP ; M. Bouygues, témoin du mariage de M. Sarkozy (Vives
protestations sur les bancs du groupe de I’"Union pour un mouvement populaire), tout comme M. Arnault, qui
s’appréte & prendre le contrdle des Echos. (Vives protestations sur les mémes bancs.)

M. le président. Je vous en prie, chers collégues ! Laissez s’exprimer 1’orateur !

M. Didier Mathus. Ce sont des faits !

M. le président. Poursuivez votre propos, monsieur Mathus !

M. Didier Mathus. Le respect du pluralisme doit étre une ardente préoccupation pour toute démocratie. Or il est
aujourd’hui mis a mal en France, et I’'accaparement des médias par le Président de la République prend une tournure
inquiétante. (Nouvelles protestations sur les bancs du groupe de I’Union pour un mouvement populaire.) Celui-ci
occupe radios et télévisions a sa guise : I'Institut national de 1’audiovisuel a comptabilisé 224 interventions télévisées
en quatre mois !

M. Richard Mallié. Jaloux !




Older records are available in searchable pdfs, with multiple
formats and inconsistent digitization of characters and formats:

1] ASSEMBLES NATIONALE CONSTITUANTE — SEANCE DU {3 NOVEMBRE {045

I
accompli ( ements au cenfre ef
[} ,..5'.) ;?u-s‘“m en f{éicitons au
contralre,  (Nouvearz applaudissements
sur les mémes bancs))

Depois notre dernldre  sfanes,
avons pu nous racueill'r, Les jours qul
viennent de s'¢oruler (la'cnt pioplees au
recucillement, lui (Lant fraditionnellement
CONZIC. <8,

Nous avons entendu la voix des grands
moris de Ja patrie, Nows avons entenda
cetfe voix dominant le bruit en c'apatis de | 02
nos dwergeness. Nous avons eammunié
gam un oiéme sentiment d'amour de 11

Taacs,

Tous ich, nous représentons celle France
rlaistania qui 3 oppsl en des jours mé-
morables un deud.e relus: le refus de la
capituiation devant I"ennemi et le refuz do

Ce sur quol le pays
‘est gu'lls
lement, — éeom

quil a
Franze qui a lant souffert.

Il atlend V'exéculion de ce
par cux-A mdémes

bcuu‘.’). Cet

‘Il 2 demanlé A ses éﬂs‘?« ?'ll nlo:.l
reconstraisent matériel-

| ¢t progra
qul l'ont proposé et
défendu, (Apploudissements sur (s mémes
8 exéeution exigu l'organisa-
uns majorilé ot l'accord de eelte
majorité avee son Gouvernement. Clest
dun: snr ¢c» programmae ct pour sa réall-
sallon qac nous ¢lirons son président,
: L:';olullgn 'co:“ (173 ch‘itu a. selon !?
raditions de la démoctalle, roupe b2
oS morbreux de T hienblée f‘.m"rm so dessinent de Vantiparlementarisme qul
‘Initative de revendiquer le pouvolr (Vifs

eeinte historique », -.ur le vigourcux
avertissement du . ent de celle Assem-
blée et les acelamations qul le saluérent,

soclalement, |  On suralt méconnu la volenlé cia'ro-
mora.ement, suivant le de Ia -
nous | BV “:rlﬂm A ) ment par Je volons

mme et, '

réaliser avec mdéthodo et +&éritd fa mis-
slon qu'll nous a wonnée do falre une Jée
mocratio soclale et hardio, e faire piné.
trer dans Ja lol Ja révolution gu'll & vou-
lue ot priparée par sa risislance & l'ene
nemml et V'usurpateur. On risquerait
d'inangurer Ja IV Hepublique par les
erreurs qul, aMaiblirent Ja HI*. On e
rait do favoriser les manccuvres qui déja

n'esl yu'une forme do L réaclion (4pplat-

o) sy Is d I
la servituds devant la l;:hbomm“ (Applav- ”-c":.b:‘:m“c’nfn che ““"“‘ ';:‘o' du ‘3‘::'«; d:.::cl.lllz‘r ”l‘:s“n.t‘a't;!uv:r‘:
dissemenls e centre el & droile) M € 050 S8 MO dm" Nnﬂl soclaliste, dv fasclsme que nous avons promis

Tous, nous avons acampll envers le
poys ao're devolr: crux-A qui ont ev b
liire ¢t I3 Joie de ten'r Vépée d'or de In
o triomphaie; ceux-lia aussl, pius mo-
destes, qui, dans Jes ramps de concentra-
tion eanemls, se snt conteniés da po.ter
e doake temognage dune Nde e Ink
branable et d'une espérance ladefoctibie,
(Appiamdiszements sur les memes baacs,)

malgrd le refus d¢ participation de l'un
des signataires du progrufiue comamun.

M. Jasques Dueles, Jo demanlde La parole,

M. Viacent Zuriel, Tile e0t €& égale-
naent calre, plos calre qu'anjourd'hul, sl
mangqaant peul-tire, cn eflet, & son souc

d'extirper }usqu‘aux racines mémes, car
8l est vraf, mesdames, messieurs, quo les
résistances anx svlvl)' ¢3 fon! les révolu.
tions, il est égalcment vral quo c'est de
Flmpuissance des assembdéos parlemens
alres, ou de Ulnexécution des "engage-
ments $ que, dans la déception ou la
colére du peuple... (Vifs applendissements
sur les mémes banes) ,.nalssent le fase

slama s NMNatatiea
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En lomt état de cawmse, je voudrais que leo Gouvernement
s'engage, au mameni ou if sers amend a fixer les prix agricoles,
& retenir Jcs cléments qui aoront_é1é déterminés par la com.
mission paritaire. De la réponse & cétte guesiion primordiaie
deépendra mon volc,

M. Almé Paguet. Je dematnle i pardle

M. le président. Monsieur Paguel, s, vous avez une question
& poser, veaillez l¢ falee bridvement.

M. Almé Paquet. Je demande Simplement 3 I, le rapporieur
de nous dire d’une fagon pricise s'il est [avorable au texte
GUI DOUS est propese.

M. Reymeand Gernez, C'est onec qnerelle de {amilte!?

M. le président. La parcle cst & M. ¢ rapporteur.

M, le > eur. Je réponds 3 M, Paquel que la commission
a approuvé oa lexte qui reproduisait pratiquement mot pour
ot celu)l qui 3 éte proposé par le Gouwvernement. (Applaxdis-
mnenis,

M. le président. Je mets aux voix V'article 87, dans la nouvellc
rédaction donl J'al donné iecture.

Je rappelle que Je slis saisi par Je groupe Sovisliste d'ume
demande de scrutin publie. ’

Le scrotin va étre annonce dans l'ensemble des Jocaux du Palais
el sera ouvert din. cing minutes.

i

A le président. Quel cst avis du Gouvernemenlt ?

M. le ministre de sariculure. Le Gowvernement donnc son
accord i )'amendeinent, mais 1 estime de son deveir de préciser
que ia nolion de prix d'cbjectifs perdrait toute = r 8.
compte (cuu des facultés d'écovlement des produits, il ne pouvait
pas, par le mécanisme des prix d'objectifs, décourager certaines
productions.

M. le prégident. Je mets Jux voix 1'amendement n” 11, presentéd
par M. le rapporteur, acceple par le Gouvernement.

(L'omendement, mis onz , est adopté.)

M. le president, Personnc ne demande plus Ja parale 7. .

Je mets aux voix l'article 4, medifie par Jes amendements qui
ant &8 adoples.

(L'orticle 3, ginsi modifi¢, mis oy voir, ¢ adaoplé.)

[Article 5]

M. le prasident. « Art. 5. — Les prix de campagne diterminent.
cample (enu des réglementations applicables aus difiérents pro-
duits, Ia rémunération des prodocteurs. ls soml, wit des prix
fixes, soit Jos prix minimums, soit des prix moyens servanl a
éabllr des prix dinterventlon. e :

« Los prix de campsgnc sont éganx anx prix indicatifs annuels
augmentes ou dlminucs de 5 p. 100 au plus, pour tenir comple
de¢ Vimportance de la production et de la conjonciure éeonomique

h’lﬂ‘" l‘- -

Constituent Assembly,
1945, and |V Republic

V Republic, 1961



We convert the raw records into a structured xml format:

[?xml version = "1.0" encoding = "UTF-8" standalone="yes" 7>
<document country="Chile" country_code="CL" date="2002-07-16" legislative_body="Chamber" legislative_body_code="2" parli
<discussion xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.1" originaldoc="CHC_347_4145_26.html" type="Page Header" subject="Session Inform
<block xml:1d="CL.2.347.4.20020716.1.1" block_type="nonspeech.subhead">
<s xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.1.1.1" original_language="sp">REPUBLICA DE CHILE
</s>

</block>
<block xml:1d="CL.2.347.4.20020716.1.2" block_typea'nonspeech.general'?
<s xml:1d="(L.2.347.4.20020716.1.2.1" original_language="sp">CAMARA DE DIPUTADOS

:is:ml:id-”CL.2.34?.4.20020716.1.2.2" original_language="sp"> LEGISLATURA 347¢, ORDINARIA

::s:mlzids”CL.2.34?.4.20020716.1.2.3" original_language="sp"> Sesidén 17°, en martes 16 de julio de 2002

::s:ml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.1.2.4" original_language="sp"> (Ordinaria, de 11.11 a 14.50 horas)

::S:ml:idz”CL.2.347.4.20020716.1.2.5" original_language="sp"> Presidencia de la senora Mufioz D’Albora, d

:gs:ml:id-"CL.2.347.4.20020716.1.2.6" original_language="sp"> Secretario, el senor Loyola Opazo, don Car

EgS;ml:id-“CL.2.34?.4.20020716.1.2.7" original_language="sp"> Prosecretario, el sefior Alvarez Alvarez, d
5>

<discussion xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14" originaldoc="CHC_347_4145_26.html" type="ORDEN DEL DIA-Subsection" subj
<block xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.1" block_type="nonspeech.subhead">

<s xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.1.1" original_language="sp">CREACION DEL CONSEJO NACIONAL DE LA (
</s>
<s xml:1d="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.1.2" original_language="sp"> Primer trdmite constitucional.
</s>
<s xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.1.3" original_language="sp">(Continuacién).xxx>(Continuacioén).
</s>

</block>

<block xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.2" block_type="speech.procedural"><speaker name="seforSALAS (Vicepres
<s xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.2.1" original_language="sp">Corresponde continuar la discusion ge
</s>

</speaker>

</block>

<block xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.3" block_type="speech.parliamentary_speech"><speaker name="senorMONTE
<s xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.3.1" original_language="sp">Pido la palabra por un asunto de Regl
</s>

</speaker>

</block>

<block xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.4" block_type="speech.procedural"><speaker name="seforSALAS (Vicepres
<s xml:id="CL.2.347.4.20020716.14.4.1" original_language="sp">Tiene la palabra su Seforia.
</s>



Data we try to capture and measure

Documents:

® Hierarchy of sittings, discussions, utterances, sentences.

® Metadata about the document (e.g, type, speaker, ...).
Speaker data (e.g., party, gender, roles, election results, ...)
Bill data (e.g., histories, associated speeches, votes, ...).
Recorded vote data

Observable text data (e.g., counts of words)

Latent concepts (e.g., topic, frame, position)



A few applications in political science



Geographic representation



Mentions (per MP, per capita), Labour Mentions (per MP, per capita), Labour
42nd Parliament 47th Parliament




Personalistic representation



Leena Rauhala /skl: Arvoisa rouva puhemies! Helsingin huippukokouksessa joulukuussa 99 tehtiin tarkeitad paatdksia EU:n seuraavasta
laajentumisesta. Paatikset koskivat EU:n rakenteita ja paatdksentekotapoja. Laajentuminen tulee toteuttaa niin EU:n pienten kuin
suurtenkin jasenmaiden edut huomioiden seka kansalaisnakdkulmaa edistden. Laajentuminen on osa historiallista prosessia, jonka
tavoitteena on maanosamme poliittinen vakaus ja turvallisuus.

EU:n uudistamista pohtiessaan professori Esko Antola esitti lokakuussa Helsingin Sanomissa seuraavaa:

"1950-luvulla kuutta jasenmaata varten luotu jarjestelma on jo nyt toimintakykynsa aarirajoilla eika yksinkertaisesti kykene ottamaan
vastaan yli kymmenta uutta jasenmaata. Kysymys ei ole vain nykyisen institutionaalisen rakenteen ongelmista, vaan unionin
toimintafilosofiasta. Laajeneminen tuo unionin piiriin suuren joukon valtioita, joilla ei ole samanlaista demokratian ja
kansalaisyhteiskuntien perinnetta kuin nykyisilla jasenvaltioilla. - - Ei riita, ettad vain olemassa olevat rakenteet sopeutetaan lisdantyvaan
jasenmaaraan niin kuin tahan asti on tehty.

Uudistustydn prioriteetin valinta on suuri pulma. Tuntuisi valttamattdmalta aloittaa tyd suurimmasta ongelmasta, joka on kansalaisten ja
unionin véliset suhteet. Voidaan tuskin sanoa, ettd kansalaiset olisivat vieraantuneet, koska |&heista suhdetta eurooppalaisten ihmisten ja
instituutioiden valilla ei ole koskaan ollutkaan.”

Onko Euroopan unionia kehitettava niin, etta kansalaisten ja unionin suoraa suhdetta pyritaan lahentamaan lahinna parlamentin valtaa
lisaamalla, vai kehitetdankd unionia hallitusten valisena jarjestelmana, valtioliittona? Tama kysymys on perustava paitsi pohdittaessa
unionin tydsaran laajentumista myds sen institutionaalisia rakenteita kehitettdessa.

Leena Rauhala / SKL: Madam President! Helsinki summit of December 99 took important decisions on the EU's next enlargement.
Decisions concerning the EU's decision-making structures and practices. Enlargement will implement both the EU and small and large
member states as well as the interests of furthering the governmental perspective. Enlargement is part of a historical process, whose
objective is the continent's political stability and security.

EU about the future of the reform, Professor Esko Antola presented in October in Helsingin Sanomat that:

“In the 1950s the six member states for the system created is already operating at the limits of their ability and not simply unable to absorb
more than ten new member countries. It's not just the current institutional structure of the problems, but the philosophy of action.
Enlargement will bring the subject to a large number of states that do not have the same kind of democracy and civil society in the tradition
of the current Member States. - - It is not enough that the only existing structures are adapted to the growing number of members than it
has been made.

This work is a major priority in the selection dilemma. It would seem necessary to undertake work on the biggest problem, which is a Union
of citizens and relations. Can hardly say that the citizens would be alienated, because the close relationship between the people of
Europe and among the institutions has never been. "

Is the European Union to be developed so that the citizens of the direct relationship between the Union and seeks to approximate, mainly
by increasing the powers of Parliament, or Union Will there an intergovernmental system, as a confederation? This question is
fundamental not only considering the enlargement of the areas of work including the development of institutional structures.



Valtiovarainministeri Sauli Niinisto: Arvoisa puhemies! Haluan kiittaa valtiovarainvaliokuntaa minusta erittain hyvin ja vastuullisesti
tehdysta tydsta. Se seikka, etta Suomen eduskunta kykenee kayttamaan Sonera-kaupasta, yksityistamisesta saadut myyntitulot velan
lyhennykseen, on todella merkittava saavutus. Se on kylla kiinnittanyt huomiota esimerkiksi minun kollegojeni piirissa, jotka eivat
juurikaan omissa maissaan pida vastaavaa mahdollisena.

Minulla ei ole kovin paljoa huomautettavaa tai kommentoitavaa valtiovarainvaliokunnan arvoisan puheenjohtajan puheenvuoron
johdosta. Kun puhutaan yksityistamisesta ja myynnin suunnittelusta, joka myds heijastuu velanhoidon suunnitteluun, me joudumme
kuitenkin koko ajan pitamaan mielessa sen, etta ne lainalaisuudet, joissa yksityistamista pdrssien kautta tai muutoin joudutaan
harrastamaan, toimivat kylla silla tavoin, etta niita on vaikea pistaa virastoissa etukateen suunnitelmiin. (Ed. Pekkarinen: Se on totta!)
Joudutaan hyvin tarkoin seuraamaan kulloistakin vallitsevaa tilannetta ja reagoimaan sen mukaan.

Mita tulee yksityistamiseriin, niin siin@kin joudutaan harkitsemaan monelta kannalta asiaa. Kovin pienet erat ovat ongelmallisia sen
vuoksi, etté niiden oletetaan sisaltavan jonkinlaista signaaliarvoa myds mybhemmasta kayttaytymisesta, etta oltaisiinkin pidattyvaisempia,
ja se puolestaan voi taas kostautua hinnan muodossa. Taytyy mydntaa, etta ne lainalaisuudet, joilla hinnat maarittyvat, ovat kylla ainakin
minulta jaaneet vahan hamaran peittoon. Ainoa lohtu siind on se, etta en ole kylla tavannut ketdan, jolle ne olisivat varsin selkeat. Kerta
toisensa jalkeen nakdjaan markkinat kykenevat yllattamaan itsensakin omilla reaktioillaan.

Haluaisin kiinnittda ed. Elon puheenvuoroon jo tassa yhteydessd huomiota. Minusta on erinomainen asia, etta taalla kyetaan valttamaan
sen tyyppinen populismi, johon tietysti laskukoneen kayttd esimerkiksi Soneran tdméanhetkisen tilanteen osalta antaisi oivan
mahdollisuuden, ja jotkut siihen ovat sortuneetkin. Juuri nyt taytyy mieltaa se, etta noissa lainalaisuuksissa toimii niin monta eri seikkaa,
ettéa enpa usko, ettd juuri koskaan saadaan huippuarvoa. Huippuarvo taidettiin saada Fortumin yksityistamisessa, siis sen kurssi ei
|&htenyt nousemaan, mutta valitettavasti se tarkoittaa sita, etta valtion jaljelle jaényt osuus ei sek@an kylla ole ollut kuin ehka alaméessa.

Finance Minister Sauli Niinisto: Mr President!|l would like to thank the finance commitiee | think is \very good and responsible job. The fact
that the Finnish parliamentis able to use the trade-Sonera, from privatization proceeds from the sale of debt repayment, itis truly a
remarkable achievement. Itis certainly paying attention ta my colleagues in my district, ffor example, who have little in their own countries

hold as possible.
|I do not ha}e very much to comment or comments Honorable President of the Finance Committee's remarks. When we talk about the
privatization and sale of the design, which is also reflected in the debt service in the design, however, we will always keep in mind that the
logic of where privatization through stock exchanges or otherwise will have to be to practice, work yes in a way that they are difficult to put
the agencies in advance planning. (Ed. Pekkarinen: It's true!) Will have to very carefully monitor the prevailing situation and react
accordingly.

As far as yksityistamiseriin, so even have to consider several points of view points. Very small batches are problematic because they are
assumed to contain_some kind of signal is a value to subsequent behavior, that oltaisiinkin &ngm_mgmu and in turn it can backfire while
the price of the form. | must admit that the logic of where prices are determined, yes, at least have left me & bit nebulous. The only
consolation is the fact that, yes,/| am not met gnyone to whom they were quite clear. Again and again, the market seems to be able to
surprise itself in their reaction.

| would like to draw the attention of ed. Elon’'s remarks in this connection attention. | think it 1s wonderful that here is avoided by the kind of
populism, which, of course, decrease the use of machinery such as Sonera's current situation would provide an excellent opportunity for,

and some that have collapsed. Right now, it must be perceived by the laws of those works so many different issues that | do not think tlbat

just never will peak value. Peak value taidettiin to Fortum's privatization, that is, its course is not left to stand up, but unfortunately it means
that the remaining state share is not even that was not enough as perhaps the gradient.




Tracking the political agenda



Top keywords for example topics, Knesset

Negotiations Jobs Rleligic_m / Education Ho_usin_g/
dentity Immigration
1DDIN nMayn nawa T NN nLwYPN
nNay nmmam nIvwnn 1aDN miT
D) NYOan D12V mnTn miinm N7
Do nybynn NN D 1NN nMoyn
D1IoYN 10w mTnm DTNONN D¥yn
Oslo work Saturday education absorption
Arafat welfare police school apartments
Palestinians workers religions culture housing
Jerusalem employment Holocaust teachers iImmigration
peace wages Judaism students Immigrants




Defense [Use of Force]

Iraq War authorization

Iragq supplemental $87b

Abu Ghraib

Kosovo bombing

Kosovo withdrawal
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Framing
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Frames on the Topic of Health Care (UK, 1970-2001)

Populism Effectiveness Local Costs
govern care hospit per
conserv develop facil £
labour servic site cent
money provid closur increas
we improv district million
do local at year
peopl ensur bed alloc
they need region cost
tax rang close averag
spend qualiti acut figur
poverti programm emerg expenditur
Legal Vulnerability Scientific
medic peopl product
case disabl diseas
requir live cancer
committe famili drug
act who manufactur
practition children death
arrang help research
procedur child compani
law social industri
notifi their breast




Issue ownership
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Strategies of opposition
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Discussion

® This is a large public goods project and we are very
interested in collaboration with others working on
similar and related data.

Collaborative efforts to produce data in a unified format.

Collaborative efforts to produce tools for conversion
between data formats.

Collaborative efforts to produce linkage tools (e.g., mapping
among politician id codes).

Collaborative efforts to encourage parliaments, national
libraries, and the like, to provide open and usable data.



Big Data Social Science

An Integrative Education and Research Program in Social Data Analytics

New $4m+ National Science Foundation initiative at Penn
State in Big Data Social Science.

Involves political science, sociology, economics, geography,
anthropology, human development, communications,
statistics, information science, and computer science.

Seeking PhD students from these fields interested in social
science research using text analytics, social networks,
GlScience, intensive longitudinal, and image / video data.

Seeking external partners with potential interest in hosting
students for research externships.









Document data

9 ¢¢

® Hierarchical:“parliaments”, “sessions”, “sittings’,
“discussions”, “‘utterances’, “sentences’

® Meta-data
e |D#, date, speaker ID/role, original record reference
® Document type (e.g., interpellation, first reading, ...)
® Document title (headings given in record)
® Original language, translated language
® |n some cases, id#s for relevant bills, relevant votes

® Derived data: topic, frame, spatial positions



Where available

e Bill data

® Sponsorships,amendments, committee history, floor history
associated votes, associated speech, text, supporting
documents

® Recorded votes

® Vote types, associated legislation, associated speech



Unstructured text data

® |exical feature (word, stem, in some cases n-grams)
counts.

® Sparse matrix format

® Jerm-document matrix

® Stored for multiple translations, including Google
Translate English

® Some targeted phrases

® Named entities, esp. geographic places



Speaker data

ID #s (& alternative ID#s for merging with other data)
Name(s)

Party / parties

District data / geocodes (in some cases)

Gender / demographic information

Parliamentary / electoral history

In many cases, election results / list placement, etc.

In many cases, other legislative roles (committees) and
behaviors (recorded votes, bill sponsorships, etc.)

In some cases, other biographical information



