


the state of the open european union

Marsiske Stefan, <s@ctrlc.hu>

May 28, 2014



overview

I goals

I tools

I action



goals



why does open legislative data matter?

I action

I early bugs are cheap

I fact based decision making

I global policy trend-setting

I accountability?



wins

I ACTA

I EU-wide internet censorship

I Data Protection Regulation

I Network neutrality regulation



fails

I Unitary patents

I Data sharing (SWIFT, PNR)

I Cybercrime

I Radio spectrum policy programme



fails - PSI directive

I charges

I not speci�cally open licensing

I council compromise



fails - PSI - OKFN

�In summary, the new PSI Directive does not seem to

take the bold steps the open data movement has been
clamoring for over the past �ve years. At the same time,
real progress has been made. [. . . ] But the new PSI
Directive will not serve as a tool for citizens aiming for
more openness by default and by design. Even with the
new redress mechanisms, getting your rights
acknowledged and acted upon will remain a long and
arduous path as before.�



future

I Net neutrality proposal (see wins)

I Data protection regulation (see wins)

I TAFTA

I Trade in Services Agreement (TISA)

I Data retention repealed by ECJ



european institutions

tools



council

I votes as screenshots in pdfs

I videos only via proprietary Microsoft technology



diplomatic cover

�E�ectiveness of legislative decision-making process� is
not a valid argument to keep member states positions
secret, the ECJ said. 17 October, 2013



council: EU Human Rights Guidelines on Freedom of

Expression Online and O�ine

deleted: �general right of the public to have access to
information of public interest, the right of the media to
access information and the right of individuals to request
and receive information concerning themselves that may
a�ect their individual rights�



commission

I videos are patent encumbered, no free software player
supported

I documents of low process/reuse quality

I diplomatic cover instead of natsec secrecy



commission - diplomatic cover

Access to documents � Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 �
Documents concerning the negotiations between the
European Union and the Republic of India for the
purposes of concluding a free trade agreement � Refusal
of access � Exception relating to the protection of the
public interest in the �eld of international relations �
Documents which have entered the public domain �
Non-imposition of a restriction on disclosure of documents



commission - diplomatic cover 2

Access to documents � Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 �
Documents relating to the draft international
Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) �
Negotiating documents � Refusal to grant access �
Exception relating to the protection of the public interest
with regard to international relations � Manifest error of
assessment � Proportionality � Obligation to state reasons



commission databases

I commission open data portal

I expert register

I the lobby register

I the �nancial transparency system



parliament - Rule 103

Transparency of Parliament's activities

Parliament shall ensure that its activities are conducted
with the utmost transparency [. . . ]



parliament - the good

I europarl.europa.eu

I Casini Report

I EP free software user group (epfsug)

I debianparl



parliament - the bad

I trilogue

I private clients - privileged access

I no wireless network

I no bulk raw data

I reports on free software usage



budget discharge report 2010

�104. expects a full report on how Parliament's Free
Software projects have developed with regards to use and
users in Parliament, citizen interaction and procurement
activities; suggests an investigation of Parliament's
obligations under Rule 103 with regard to Free Software
and Open Standards;



budget discharge report 2011

�Follow-up by the Secretary-General to the 2010
discharge resolution

1. Requests for the second time, after the �rst request relating
to the discharge procedure was made in 2010, a full report on
how Parliament's Free Software projects have developed with
regards to use and users in Parliament, citizen interaction and
procurement activities; invites for the second time to

investigate, in a full study, Parliament's obligations under
Rule 103 of its Rules of Procedure with regard to Free
Software and Open Standards; regrets that Free Software

and Open Source solutions are not more widely used in

the Parliament's IT infrastructure;



budget discharge report 2011

I the report1

I study on the report2

1http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-
TA-20130124&language=EN&ring=A7-2013-0063;

2http://epfsug.eu/wws/arc/epfsug/2013-11/msg00034/20131031ME-2nd-
Opinion-on-DG-ITEC-report.pdf

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-20130124&language=EN&ring=A7-2013-0063;
http://epfsug.eu/wws/arc/epfsug/2013-11/msg00034/20131031ME-2nd-Opinion-on-DG-ITEC-report.pdf


recommendations of the study on the report

1. Authenticity: the ability to prove the provenance of
Parliamentary information;

2. Integrity: the ability to ascertain that Parliamentary
information has not been changed in the meantime;

3. Irrefutability: the ability to use a Parliamentary record as
irrefutable proof;

4. Transparency: the ability to detect and analyses changes in the
Parliamentary record's contents;

5. Availability: the availability and accessibility of a document;

6. Flexibility: the extent to which technology can be adapted to
future requirements and can avoid obsolescence;

7. Con�dentiality: the extent to which Parliamentary records can
be kept con�dential if warranted.



budget discharge report 2013

�76 a. Expects a full report on how Parliament's Free
Software projects have developed with regards to use and
users in Parliament, citizen interaction and procurement
activities; invites to investigate Parliament's obligations
under Rule 103 with regard to Free Software and Open
Standards;�



parliament - the ugly

I patent encumbered videos can be watched on free software

I departmentalized views into databases

I at4am

I free software - check

I useful data - fail



EP Secretary General

Parliament's approach to open data is to make data
available as much as possible, taking into account

technical constraints.

contrast with:

rule 103: �[. . . ] utmost transparency [. . . ]�



Action



action

I court cases

I foia requests

I open letters

I europarl.me

I parltrack

I mep ranking



lobbyplag



subjects



openinterests



score-ep



votesim



subjects



thx for interesting questions


